In retrospective the period 1975-1990 may be considered as the heyday of the international museology discourse. Three of the personalities that played a key role were rooted in Brno and of the same generation. This museological "Triumvirat" consisted of Jan Jelínek , Zbyněk Stránský (1926 Stránský ( -2016 , and Vinoš Sofka . Jelínek being the initiator, Stránský was one of the key theoreticians, while Sofka was the decisive organiser. All three personalities had a connection through the Moravian Museum, but the main vehicle of their contribution to the international museology discourse was the ICOM International Committee for Museology (ICOFOM).
Vinoš Sofka will probably be remembered by an international audience mostly as successful president of ICOFOM (1982 ICOFOM ( -1989 In his 1978 paper Sofka made a distinction between collection-based (subject-oriented) research and museological research, the latter being research on the museum as such. His conclusion was: "Only the research in the museum that tackles both these tasks [...] can make it possible for the museum to fulfil its role in the society of today." 7 Sofka's characterisation of the specificity of both types of research was still rather superficial, especially in view of what had already been discussed in, for example, the Soviet Union, the German Democratic Republic and Czechoslovakia, but it mapped out the themes that would dominate ICOFOM's discussions for many years to come.
After 1989 Sofka was eager to contribute to the (re)development of museology in his city of birth. At Masaryk University, where the International Summer School of Museology was already established in 1987 he was appointed Chairperson of the School's Scientific and Pedagogical Council (1990 Series, 2004, vol. 33, pp. 94-101. and his experiences with the International School of Museology and the Chair of Museology and the World Heritage. One of the anecdotes appears to me of major significance. Suzanne told of an experience which had a deep impact on Vinoš during the German occupation (1938) (1939) (1940) (1941) (1942) (1943) (1944) (1945) . Walking with his father on Czeska, the main pedestrian shopping street in Brno, sometime in 1939-1940, they stumbled upon an aggressive marching group of German Czechs who were Nazi-sympathisers singing Werhrmacht songs. Vinoš' father purposely went with him to the middle of the street to march against them, and refused to make way.
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